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Cause Number: _______________________________________________________ 
Print the cause number and other court information exactly as it appears in the papers the court sent you. 

_______________________________ In the 

Plaintiff ☐ Justice Court

Precinct Number _______________ 
v. Place Number (if applicable) _______  

☐ County Court _______________

_______________________________ ______________________ County, Texas 
Defendant

Defendant’s Answer (Eviction) 

1. Defendant’s Information

My name is ___________________________________ . I am the Defendant in this case.

The last three numbers of my driver’s license number are ___ ___ ___. My driver’s license was
issued in ________________________.

State 

☐ Or I do not have a driver’s license number.

The last three numbers of my social security number are ___ ___ ___. 

☐ Or I do not have a social security number

2. General Denial

I enter a general denial and demand that the Plaintiff prove each allegation in this case.
I request notice of all hearings in this case.

3. Additional Defenses
Not every case will have defenses. You can claim any of the defenses that you believe apply to your case.

Nonpayment of rent defenses 

(Only check defenses here if you are being sued for not paying rent.) 

I attempted to pay rent on time. I attempted to pay rent on time and in full, but 
Plaintiff refused or was unavailable to accept the payment. 

Plaintiff failed to mitigate damages. The Plaintiff would not accept late or partial 
rent and thus failed to mitigate damages. 

I paid rent. I paid the rent in full, and the Plaintiff accepted payment. 
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I am not required to pay rent to live on this property. I have the right to live on 
the property without paying rent. 

Right to pay late rent. This is the first and only time I have been late on rent 
during this lease term. The Plaintiff did not allow me to catch up on rent
as required by Property Code Section 24.005(a). 

The Plaintiff did not give me a Notice to Pay or Vacate.

The Petition did not say if I missed more than one month’s rent. This is a 
nonpayment eviction case and the Petition did not say whether I missed 
more than one month’s rent.

Plaintiff has accepted rental assistance funds. The Plaintiff has accepted rental 
assistance funds for my home that cover one or more rental periods for which the 
Plaintiff is alleging nonpayment. By accepting the funds, the Plaintiff agreed not to 
take any action to evict the me during the assistance period or for past unpaid rent. 

CARES Act 30-Day Notice. I live on a property covered by Section 4024 of the 
CARES Act. The Plaintiff has not given me the required 30-day Notice to 
Vacate. 

Public Housing 30-Day Notice. I live on a Public Housing Authority property. The 
Plaintiff has not given me the required 30-day Notice to Vacate or Pay Rent. 

Other defenses 

(Check any defenses that apply.) 

Plaintiff agreed not to evict under the facts of this case. The Plaintiff or their 
employee told me that they would not evict me. I relied on this assurance to my 
harm. 

Retaliation. This eviction is illegal retaliation. Plaintiff filed this suit as 
retaliation within six months of: 

A request for repairs 

A complaint about the property to local authorities 

Participation in a tenant organization 

An attempt to exercise the following rights under the lease or the law: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

I do not live on the property. I no longer live in the rental unit and thus the court 
should give a final judgment in my favor. 

Plaintiff does not have the authority to evict. The Plaintiff is not the property 
owner, my landlord, or my landlord’s representative. 

Texas Notice. The Plaintiff did not give me a Notice to Vacate or a Notice to 
Pay Rent or Vacate as required by Property Code Section 24.005(a).
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Filed too soon. The Plaintiff did not wait the end of the applicable Notice to Pay or 
Vacate or Notice to Pay period prior to filing. 

☐ Further Information: I further answer as follows:
Give any other defenses or necessary information, if any, and attach additional pages if necessary.

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Summary Disposition Defenses

This section includes defenses against summary disposition. Summary disposition is when the Plaintiff asks 
to immediately remove a squatter without a hearing. Most cases will not involve summary disposition.  

Summary Disposition under Tex. Prop. Code §24.005106(a) is improper because I did not forcibly 
enter the property. I am not a squatter. 

     Check here to claim these defenses. 

I am a tenant. I have or had a: 

written lease 

oral lease 

I own or owned some or all the property. 

I am involved in an ownership dispute over the property. 

I am or was an immediate family member of the current or previous: 

owner 

tenant 

other resident 

I am an inheritor of some or all of the property. 

I have or had permission to live on the property. My permission is from: 

current property owner or their employee 

former property owner or their employee 

current tenant 

former tenant 

other person who lives or lived on the property 

☐ Summary disposition is also improper because there are additional genuinely disputed facts

in this case. These facts include:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Jury Trial

☐ Jury Trial: I request a jury trial. I understand that I must pay the jury trial

fee, or if I cannot pay, I must file a statement of inability to pay court costs.

6. Email Service

☐ Email Service: I agree to receive email service for all documents filed in this case.

My email address is: ________________________________________________.

7. Attachments

☐ Attachments: I have attached the following documents to this Answer:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Plea for Relief 

I ask that the Court enter judgment for me, the Defendant, award me costs, and provide such 
other just relief to which I am entitled. 

Respectfully submitted,  

_______________________________________ _____________________ 

Your Signature Date 

_______________________________________ 
Print Your Name 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _____________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________ 

Scan or click on QR 
code for form. 
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Certificate of Service 

I provided a copy of this Answer to the Plaintiff on __________________________. 
Date Filed 

Signed: 

___________________________________ 
Defendant 
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