The Peace Bond Process in Texas

The justice of the peace (“judge”) The judge
immediately issues an arrest issues a
warrant or a summons to appear. summons.

The complaining witness files an
application and affidavit swearing that
an offense is about to be committed.

Did the accused
____________________________________ appear (show

. \ up) in court?
® After the arrest, the accused has | The judge issues an arrest warrant.

the right to make an appearance
bond (pending the hearing). This
means the accused must pay a set
sum of money if they don’t show up

in court.
____________________________________ merits of the complaint.
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Did the judge

find “just
reason”
that the
accused While the peace bond

intendedto (N was in effect, did the

commit an Defendant violate its terms
offense? The judge orders the accused and conditions?

Yes
B to enter into a peace bond.

------------------------------ Defendant can get their
®The peace bond is payable money back.
to the State of Texas.

Defendant forfeits the bond, is
fined or jailed for contempt, or
all of the above.

If there’s no evidence, then the Did the defendant
judge will deny the peace give their bond?
bond and discharge the

defendant.

Defendant is incarcerated
for up to one year.

A bond is a legal paper that restrains a person or makes a person responsible for something. In court, a bond is a written statement that obligates someone to
pay money, if certain circumstances occur, to a public entity or even another person. November 2025



