	Asserting Your Rights as a Crime Victim
The Texas constitution and the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure give crime victims certain rights, but many crime victim rights are only granted if the victim asks for them.  It is a good idea to make the request in writing so that the victim can prove the request was made.  As soon as a victim finds out about the arrest, the victim should let the prosecutor's office know that the victim wants to assert his or her rights.
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	Information Not Legal Advice 
This pamphlet is for information only and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney.

	
	

	
	· 


The rights given to victims by Article I, Section 30 of the Texas Constitution are: 
· To be treated with fairness and with respect for the victim's dignity and privacy; 
· To be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the criminal justice process;
· To get notice of court proceedings;
· To be present at the public court proceedings related to the offense;
· To confer with (talk to) the prosecutor; and
· To receive restitution.

Victims can use the attached letter to let the prosecutor's office know they want to assert their constitutional and statutory rights.  Fill out and sign the letter, and mail or fax it to the office of the district attorney if the crime is a felony or the county attorney if the crime is a misdemeanor. If the victim changes addresses or phone numbers, the victim must notify the prosecutor's office.
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Texas Law Help has useful information on many areas of the law. Go to www.texaslawhelp.org.

Victims Initiative for Counseling, Advocacy, and Restoration of the Southwest:	
1-888-343-4414
Call our attorney-staffed legal hotline. Advice is free for Texans who are victims of crime.

Asserting Your Rights as a Crime Victim © 2011, Texas Legal Services Center 
Victim's Full Name: 		_____________________________
Victim's Mailing Address: 	_____________________________
Victim's City, State and Zip:	_____________________________
Victim's Telephone Number:	_____________________________
Victim's Email Address:	_____________________________

Date: ______________________

District or County Attorney
_______________________County, Texas 
Address: ____________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________

NOTICE OF CRIME VICTIM’S ASSERTION OF
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

Re:	Case No. _____________________________
	State vs. _____________________________(Defendant's Name)

Please take notice that I am asserting my rights as a crime victim under Article I, Section 30 of the Texas Constitution including:

· to be treated with fairness and with respect for my dignity and privacy throughout the criminal justice process; 
· to be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the criminal justice process;
· to be notified of court proceedings;
· to be present at all public court proceedings related to the offense;
· to confer with a representative of your office; 
· to restitution; and
· to the protections afforded me by Article 56.02 or the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.
In accordance with Texas Constitution, Article I, Section 30(d), the prosecuting attorney is charged with enforcing my rights as a crime victim.

I can be reached at the address, telephone number, and email listed above.

Sincerely,



Victim's Signature and Printed Name
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